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B EING unirerfaUy efteemed king of the foreft, deferves a pre- 
eminence of ftation : we therefore introduce him firft to notice. 
The Lion is claffed by the Naturalifts in the Cat Tribe ; ’tis an animal, 
of all others the moft majeftic and (lately ; with a large head, the upper 
part of which, with the chin, the whole of the neck and Ihoulders, are 
clothed with a long fhaggy hair, refembling a mane ; the hair of the body 
and limbs is fliort and fmooth, but long on the bottom part of the belly ; 
a long tail, which appears of equal thicknefs by reafon of the increafing 
length of hair towards the end, where it terminates in a large black tuft : 
the colour is tawny, or dirty brown ; the belly part inclines to white. 
The limbs of this animal are of vaft ftrength, and need only be feen to 
convince of their force. The country where they moft abound is 
Africa, the moft wild and defert parts : they alfo are found in parts of 
Afia, but the former appears moft congenial to the Lion’s conftitution, 
thofe of that country being much larger (having been known 5 feet 
high, and 10 feet long), and more fierce than of any other place; the 
fiery rays of a torrid climate imparting a feverilh heat, which animates 
them with an invincible courage. The fmeU of the Lion is not fo per- 
fect as in many other animals, but his ihod of roaring fupplies this 
defett ; for, according to all report, when he roars, he puts his mouth to 
the ground, thus the found is univerfally diffufed, and not coming 
ftronger from one place than another, the terrified animals, in their 
hafte to efcape, frequently run to the very (pot they mean moft to avoid ; 
which, by a kind of bounding, he quickly fecures, finking it with great 
force with his paw : he fometimes invades the flocks, and, with eafe, 
will carry off a tolerable fized ox ; he frequently lies couchant, as ex- 
prefled by Shakefpeare, “ with cat-like watch,” and fprings upon his 
prey by furprife; which if he chances to mifs, in a kind of fhame- 


faced manner, he meafures back the diftance, ftep by ftep, as if to fee 

in which he erred ; too much or too little. This animal will fuftain 

hunger for many days, but requires a more frequent fupply of drink, 
which it laps like a cat, and at every opportunity. — Mr. Buffon obferves 
the courage of the Lion diminifhes in proportion as his abode approaches 
to an inhabited country ; his confcioufnefs of man’s fuperiority and 
enmity, awakens him to fear and caution ; and the (lately Lion, the 
defpoiler of thoufands, is frequently levelled with the dull by their 
addrefs:. — Three or four men ufually go to- the attack on horfeback; 
thefe if the Lion difcovers at a diftance, he takes to his heels as fall as 
he can ; if at a fmall diftance only, he then walks off, but in a flow and 
furly manner, without hurry, as if above Chewing fear; as the hunters 
approach, he flackens his pace, eying his purfuers afkant ; finally mak- 
ing a full flop, he turns round to face them, gives himfelf a (hake, and 
roars with a fliort (harp tone — this is now the time for the attack ; he who 
is moft advantageoufly fituated fires his gun, and gallops off ; the Lion 
immediately purfuing, another then fires, and by thus relieving each 
other, and repeating their (hot, they rarely fail to reduce the tyrant of the 
foreft. He is fometimes taken in pitfalls, but more generally when a cub, 
during the abfence of the dam : — they may be rendered tame and docile, 
though, at times, fubjeft to refume their native fiercenefs : their gene- 
rality and mercy is not lefs confpicuous than their courage; Pliny 
reports that “ they fpare the proftrate, and, when hungry, feize firft on 
men rather than women, and never on infants, unlefs preffed by great 

We (hall dofe this account by referring to two remarkable inftances of 
the Guardian, No. 139, and No. 146. 




The 


LIONESS. 


T H E want of that majeftic and graceful ornament the mane, is the 
principal difference between the male and female Lion ; thus un- 
adorned, the female Lion appears fcarcely to belong to the fame fpecies 
with the male; this diflimilarity of figure influenced us to prefent a 
drawing of the Lionefs ; the variations will be befl underflood by com- 
paring their two figures. 

The female Lion is, in general, fmaller than the male ; but, having the 
fame habits, and being actuated by like propenfities, we fhall take this 
opportunity of enlarging the defcription already given of this noble 
animal. Our choice of information will, we hope, be approved when 
we affert, it was collected in the midfl of their haunts, furrounded by 
their prefence, and being corroborated by many witneffes, appears to 
have manifefl advantage over the generality of reports, which ufually 
have paired through feveral relators. To the diligent refearches of Mr. 
Sparman we, therefore, acknowledge our obligations for the following 
particulars. 

The natural inftinftive dread, and flrong perception in animals in 
general, of a Lion near at hand, is thus related : We could plainly per- 
ceive by our animals (viz. horfes and oxen) when the Lions, whether 
they roared or not, were reconnoitring us at a fmall diflance; the 
hounds then did not dare to bark in the leaft, but crept quite clofe to 
the Hottentots, and our horfes and oxen fighed deeply, frequently 
hanging back, and pulling flowly, with all their might, at the flraps with 
which they were tied up to the waggon ; they alfo laid themfelves down 
and flood up alternately, appearing as if they did not know what to do 
with themfelves ; and, indeed, I may fay, juft as if they were in the 
agonies of death. One of our oxen, on this and every fimilar occa- 
fion, appeared particularly difquieted and reftlefs, and befides, made 
a remarkable noife inwardly ; the fame was the cafe with the flallion in 


his particular way. At night, between 10 and 11 o’clock, we heard the 
roaring of a Lion, and, though it roared only twice, the animals were 
reftlefs the whole night through. The bounty of Providence claims 
our admiration in this inftance, which having fent fuch a tyrant as the 
Lion among the brute creation, has likewife taught them to difcern and 
diftinguifh it at a diflance with trembling and horror. 

The following trait is curious, and, we believe, new : That the prey 
of the Lion, if of the brute creation, is immediately difpatched, but if 
of the human fpecies, although provoked, he contents himfelf with 
merely wounding, or, at leaft, waits, fome. time before he gives the 
fatal blow. A farmer, who had the misfortune to fee a Lion feize two 
of his oxen which he had juft taken out of his waggon, told me, they 
inftantly fell dead, though, upon examining, it appeared, their backs 
only had been broken : on the other hand, the converfation ran every 
where in this part of the country upon one Bota, a farmer and captain 

bruifes from ihe beaft, and was a good deal bitten in one arm ; but, 
upon the whole, had, in a manner, his life given him by this noble 

The ftrength of the Lion is unqueftionably very great, yet, to ftrength 
he is fometimes obliged to add cunning ; — to attack the Buffalo, he fteals 
upon his retreat, and, by furprife, feizes the animal by the noftril with 
both paws, which he continues to prefs clofe together, till at length, the 
creature is wearied, ftrangled, and dies. In running they (two which we 
chafed) had a kind of a fidling pace, like that of a dog, accompanied 
now and then with a flight bound, their necks fomewhat raifed, they 
looked afkant at us : they appeared to be confiderably higher and longer 
than our horfes, which were of the fize of common galloways. 






RO YAL TIGER. 


f works of art, compared to the 
:\y applicable to the (kin of the 
:h furpaffes that of mod other 
nong birds, in the opinion of 
The colours which adorn the 
lefnut on the back, legs, and 
are beautifully enlivened by 
tail are alfo marked with the 


The Tiger, like all of the Cat Tribe (the Lion excepted), feizes 
prey by furprife; lying in ambulh, they wait with (ilent patience 
an opportunity to fpring on the deftined vi&im, which he will boi 
upon at the diftance of twenty or more feet ; and if he chance to ir 
does not perfevere openly in the attack, but in a cowardly man 
(kulks about, and feeks another opportunity for effecting that by 1 
prife, which a daftardly temper denies to his ftrength ; ye't, when ur| 
by neceffity, the Tiger (hews either great courage or defpair: In cc 
bating the Lion, he defends himfelf valiantly, and frequently v 
viftory. The Tiger, if undifturbed, always firfl; fucks the blood 
his prey, rooting his head even into the cavity of the body ; happin 
appears at the higheft when he drinks in the gore of the vanquifhed. 

The rapacity of this animal engages him fometimes in conflict w 







The HUNTING L E O 'P A R D. 


fT'HIS animal is one of the many which belong to the Cat tribe, 
■*“ and poddies the fame infidious difpofition, and in proportion to 
its bulk, the fame rapacity of temper, and defire for carnage. 

The neck and belly of the Hunting Leopard are yellow, or a dirty 
white ; the back and feet, a tawney brown, beautifully marked with black 
fpots ; the head is fmall and round ; the ears lhort, as though cropped, 
which gives a very fmart and lively appearance to the creature ; is 
about the fize of a large dog ; the body rather long and narrow ; the 
legs and tail rather long, particularly the latter— inhabits the torrid cli- 
mates, as in general this tribe do, where their rapacity and unfa- 
tiated appetite fecure to themfelves whole t rafts of country, the beauties 
of which man is obliged to give up to thefe favage polfdTors. 

The larger Leopards may be confidered of an untameable difpofition, 
which is rarely or never conquered ; feverity will not reform, nor will 
kind ufage foften ; and while the Lion, the Bear, &c. may be brought 


to familiarity, the Leopard or Panther muft ever be kept at a didance. 
The fmaller animals of this fpecies are, however, frequently tamed, 
and rendered obedient to the will of its governor ; we have had occafion 
already to notice this in the Perfian Lynx, and, the Hunting Leopard 
may be added as another indance. 

In India it is tamed and trained for the chace of Antelopes, carried in 
a kind of fmall waggon, chained and hood-winked, till it approaches 
the herd ; when firft unchained, does not immediately make its attempt,, 
but winds along the ground, (topping and concealing itfelf till it gets a 
proper advantage, then darting on the animal with furprifing fwiftnefs, 
overtakes them by the rapidity of its bound ; but if it does not fucceed 
in its firft efforts, confiding of five or fix amazing leaps, mifles its prey,, 
lofing its breath, and finding itfelf unequal in fpeed, dands dill, gives up 
the point for that time, and readily returns to its mader. The height, 
as it fits, is about three feet. 




The T I G E R C AT. 


/'J' HIS animal, in the general outline, refembles the common do- man; preys on Iheep, calves, and various kinds of game. Hernandez, 

medic cat; its colour is beautiful, its lhape more (lender, and in his Hiflory of Mexico, reports of the cunning and craft of this 

fize confiderably larger, generally between two and three feet from the animal, that it will fometimes lay itfelf out along the branch of a tree, 

nofe to the bafe of the tail— the fur of a bright cinnamon colour, is as if dead; thus exciting the curiofity of the monkey, whofe approach 

beautifully variegated with dark flripes and fpots, the former along the is quickly followed by death. This animal is a native of America, 

back and flanks, the latter mark the bread and legs ; the tail, which is particularly the fouthern parts ; is met with in great plenty about the 

rather (hort, is alfo flreaked ; the head refembles that of the common Cape of Good Hope; is frequently called the Mountain Cat, and by 





The CIVET CAT, 


I S clafled by Naturalifts among the Weafels, on account of its long 
body, and proportionate fhort legs ; and alfo, becaufe the claws are 
not fecured or covered with a {heath when drawn in. 

The Ihape of this animal is pleafant and agreeable; the colour a 
brownilh grey, variegated on the body and legs, with darkifh fplotches; 
the nofe Iharp, and black at the tip ; the ears rather large and round ; 
the tail nearly as long as the body ; the length of which, from the nofe 
to the rump, is about 28 inches, and the height about 12 inches;— is 
fubjeft to confiderable variations both in fize and colour, which in fome 
is cinnamon, ftriped almoft like a Zebra. 

With care, this animal will live in the more temperate climates, but 
muft be confidered as a native of the warmer ones ; viz. the Eaft-Indies, 
the Philippine Ifles, Madagafcar, and the Brafils; where it produces 
wild in great abundance; inhabits the woods, feeds upon birds and 
poultry ; in cafes of neceffity, eats roots and herbs ; poffeffes confidera- 
ble boldnefs, and is not eafily tamed, or ever familiarized. 

Of this animal great gain- has been made from the perfume which it 
produces in a glandular pouch or bag, which fprings under the anus, 
and hangs between the legs : this fecretion, rated as an article of com- 


merce, has procured an attention to be given this animal, which, but 
for gain, it would never have experienced. Civet, as a perfume, fome 

with attentive hands, in order to increafe and fecure this exfudation of 
nature. In the upper external part of the pouch is an orifice, which 
opens into the bag where the Civet is depofited (in appearance like 
foft pomatum) ; and fuch as are kept for profit, are confined in a long 
wooden box, little bigger than the animal, and the receptacle of the 
perfume is fearched, or rather fcraped, with a fpatula or fpoon twice or 
thrice every week, and the produce carefully preferved ; which yields 
a good’ profit. 

The Dutch bring the greateft quantities of this valuable perfume to 
market, and theirs is generally efteemed the beft, and molt free from 

drug. It ftill continues a confiderable object of traffic in parts of India, 
the Levant, and the Brafils ; of which latter place Mr. Buffon doubts 
the animal’s being a native. The fumes of the Civet, when irritated, 
produce a ftrong odour; and any place it rubs againft ltrongly par- 
takes of the fcent : the ikins will long retain the valuable quality. 





The 


PERSIAN 


LYNX. 


■TJ~l HIS animal belongs to the Cat Tribe, and is clofely allied to 
the Ounce and Panther; and, notwithftanding Nature has be- 
llowed a difpofition fierce and favage, they frequently are made tame 
and fubfervient to the amufements of the chace. For the entertain- 
ment of the Grandees they are taken young, brought up tame, and 
early accuftomed to the chace of both beafts and birds. They are 
carried to the place of diverfion on horfeback behind a rider, and when 
fhewn the game, run at it with great fpeed, and, jumping on its back, 
infidioufly creep forward, and fcratch out the eyes ; thus effe£ling by 
art what their ftrength could not achieve, they never openly attack any 
animal, but fuch as their fuperior force can readily overcome. One 


The Perfian Lynx is called alfo the Lion’s Provider, becaufe the 
natives report they feek out and hunt down provifion for the Lion ; 
this is generally fuppofed to be the caufe afligned to the effeft ; as they 
inhabit the fame climate and countries as the Lion, it is moll probable 
they frequently attend upon and partake of his leavings: the fame 
report alfo informs us, that when they call the Lion, the voice refem- 



The PERSIAN CA T. 


I N our defcription of the Angora Goat, we had occafion to remark 
the influence of climate upon the hair or fur of animals ; to which we 
Ihall now add Mr. Buffon’s obfervations on that phenomenon. “ In ge- 
neral we may obferve,” he fays, that of all the climates of the habitable 
world, thofe of Spain and Syria conduce the mod favourably to this 
agreeable change of nature. Sheep, goats, dogs, cats, rabbits. See. 
both in Syria and in Spain, have the fineft wool, the handfomeft and 
longeft hair, with colours the mod varied and agreeable; it feems as if 
Nature here meliorated and embellilhed the form of her animals. The 
wild cat of a harfh colour and a rough Ikin, when domefticated, ac- 
quires a foft Ikin of various colours ; but in the favourable climate of 
Chorazin and Syria, the hair becomes longer, finer, thicker, and the 
colours uniformly more agreeable ; the black and the red mingle to an 
agreeable brown, and the dark grizzle becomes a pleafant grey. In 
comparing the wild cat with the domeftic, we difeover no difference, 


but in the variation of colour. This beautiful appearance will not long 
Survive the change of climate ; after the firft generation, they no longer 
attraft the eye with fplendour, or invite the touch with, foftnefs.” 

The Perfian, or Angora Cats, here reprefented, were brought from 
the country whence they have their name, and were in fine health and 

The hair was three or four inches long, of a fine milky whitenefs; 
the eyes a lively blue ; the hair on the neck longer than on the body, 
and the tail was bulhy ; for the reft they refemble our common cats, 
only appearing rather larger, on account of the greater length of the 
fur ; they pofleffed the fame habits, and were alike playful and infidi- 
ous: we have every reafon to believe they were entirely deaf. They 
are now at Mr. Brook’s Menagerie, London. 






Ill 


ANIMAL of the 


B E A R - K I N D. 


T HE wonderful variety of quadrupeds, and the frequent variations 
in each fpecies, lead the thinking mind at once to admire the 
boundlefs productions of nature, and to confefs, that man with all his 
acquirements of knowledge, is but very flenderly informed, and at beft 
but fuperficially wife ; that more knowledge and additional difcoveries 
tend lefs to perfe&ion, than to excite inquiry after a train of endlefs 

’ The animal we are now to defcribe is of a form unknown, of a fpecies 
never defcribed, with peculiarities which have never prefented them- 
felves, or elfe have efcaped notice. 

The “ PETRE BEAR," (which is the name we have been directed to 
call it by a very able naturalift) was brought to England in Auguft laft, 
by Capt. Pearfon, on board a fhip belonging to the India Company, 
whofe report is, that it was brought from Patna in the province of Bengal, 
when it firft came into his poffeflion was very young, nearly a cub ; 
’re information leaves us : the manner in which it was caught, or 
place and circumftances attending, were not related; we mull there- 
fore reft contented with a defcription of its feveral parts, noticing fuch 
peculiarities, as have been obferved fince it came to England. The 
animal is a female, and is now to be feen at the beaft fhop, Holborn*hill, 

The Petre Bear (if the name be allowed) has five claws on the 
fore feet, between two and three inches long, nearly of the fame thick- 
nefs, and net very bulky : the hair all over the body is of a ruftyifh 
black colour, very harfh and coarfe, between twelve and eighteen inches 
long ; that on the fhoulder rather longer, which it can draw forwards, 
or lay backwards : the form of the head, and chiefly the mouth, is the 
principal chara&eriftic of the animal ; this we have endeavoured to ren- 


der as intelligible as poffible, by adding a view of the mouth when open : 
from the eyes to the tip of the nofe, is about 6 i inches, which tapers off 
like the truncated fnout of fwine : the front of the mouth, when fliut, 
is flat alfo, like the fwine ; the formation of the noftrils differs from 
every other animal’s, the natural fhapq being exaftly as fhewn in the 
drawing : the lips projeft very far (two or three inches) beyond the front 

flexible, over which the animal has great command, placing them in any 
pofition at pleafure ; has great power of fuftion, and will draw things into 
its mouth at a confiderable diftance : the tongue is rather fmall : teeth 
at prefent few : was fed, on board the Chip, with boiled rice and fugar ; 
at prefent on bread (about a quartern loaf per day) : with fome difficul- 
ty was brought to eat flefh, which it does now with a relifh : is* very 
tame ; appears pleafed when kindly noticed, foliciting play : expreffes 
anger with a kind of accented growl, fomething like barking : its paws, 
when laid together, it fucks with a tremulous noife, like one when fhak- 
ing with pain : the feet are fhort ; has nails on the hind legs : drinks, or 
rather fucks water in confiderable quantity : general appearance black, 
face grey, (lands about 2 i feet high, j feet long, has grown confiderably 
fince it has been in England. 

Upon the whole, this may be confidered as a very uncommon crea- 
ture, as well for its formation, as the very extraordinary circumftance 

ral appearance alfo is that of a Bear, whereas we know of none in thofe 
climes, nor any animal whofe appearance can lead us to fuggeft to what 
breed it belongs, or by what mixture or chance it is likely to owe its 
birth. Time and further inquiry only can clear up thefe at prefent 










The WHITE-FOOTED ANTELOPE. 


<”J“' H E great variety of Antelopes, and the material difference be- 
tween this and the one before given, induced us to prefent our 
readers with this drawing of the White-Footed Antelope. In our for- 
mer account we remarked the almofl innumerable varieties of this 
tribe, with marks elfentially different, yet partaking of the fame gene- 
ral chararier and properties. 

The Antelope now before us, is marked by four white feet ; the 
general appearance alfo varies conliderably ; the colour is a dark or 
blackiih brown ; on the cheeks are two white fpots, and on the neck 
there is a tuft of black hair. 


Its flrength and adivity were very greats much pains and labour 
were bellowed before it could be brought to be the lead fubmiffive or 
familiar; its height was equal to that of a common galloway, or frnall 
horfe ; the hoofs were long, and divided far up. 

Having before prefented our readers with the leading features and 
principal characteriitics of the Gazell or Antelope tribe, we beg to refer 
to a.comparifon of the two drawings, for the more minute variations of 
thefe two animals of the fame fpecies. 




The M U S 


O F the Mufk Deer much doubt and various opinions have been held, 
by travellers and naturalifls, in which clafs of quadrupeds to place 
it; fome contend for the Horfe, fome the Ox, and other the Deer; the 
latter appears the befl decifion, notwithftanding the animal wants thofe 
llriking chara&eriftics the horns ; fuffice it for us, the animal is known 
by the name of the Mufk-Deer. The figure here drawn, will better 
ihew its form, than any defcription. 

This animal is particularly known by producing that celebrated drug 
the mufk, which heretofore was in high efleem as a perfume, and at this 
time is confidered as a very pbwerful and valuable medicine in nervous 

fmall bag or cufhion, between the legs, near the groin, in fubftance like 
coagulated blood, or, as fome defcribe it, a brown fatty matter; indeed 
certain information is wanting of this particular. Mr. Gmelin reports, 
that when the bag by being over-full becomes troublefome, the animal 
expreffes part by rubbing againft a tree, or other convenient place ; the 
matter dropping in fmall parcels on the ground is fecured, and is 
■efteemed by much the bell mufk. 

Others again report, that it comes to market only in the repofitory 
formed by nature, which is not bigger than a fmall egg, and that the 
weight of four is not more than an ounce. Confidering its fmallnefs, 
the animals mufl be in great abundance to fupply the quantities ufed in 
Europe only ; in the Eaft its reputation being much greater, its ufe mufl: 


K - D E E R. 


be more general. The male animal only producing this treafure, mufl 
be hunted and killed for the bag. This drug, like every other article of 
value, is very liable to adulterations ; fmall pieces of lead are thrufl into 
the bag to increafe the weight, and foreign matters often mixed with it, 
to augment the quantity. 

To the mouth of the male animal there grow two teeth or tufks from 
the upper jaw, rather bent; thefe are very white ; to the female thefe are 
wanting ; the latter alfo is much fmaller than the male, The flefh is 
flrongly impregnated with the perfume of mufk, but is neverthelefs 
eaten by the Tartars. 

They inhabit various parts of the Eafl Indies, China, Tartary, and 
Siberia, from which latter place the one here drawn was brought. The 
colour, a reddifh brown, marked on each fide the throat with a ftripe of 
white, and feveral fplotches of the fame on the flanks ; the attitude of 
the hind legs was alfo very aukward, as exprefled in the drawing. 
Naturally dwell among the mountains, and feed on herbage, and the 
young buds of trees, particularly pines : prefer folitude, and avoid 

The fize of the one from which this drawing was taken, was, from the 
nofe to the infertion of the tail, two feet four inches ; from the ground to 
the fhoulder, twenty inches. 2 




The MOUFLON. 


XT ATURE with a wife and provident care gave to every animal 
^ originally either force to repel, fpeed to efcape, or cunning to evade 
its more formidable enemies, as a means of preferving the continuance 
of her various productions. Of ufeful animals the weak were firft re- 
duced to the fervices of man, fmaller animals more readily adopting the 
influence of education. Thus the Sheep and Goat were firft brought to 
ufefulnefs, before the robuft Ox, or vigorous Horfe ; this may be con- 
fidered as one principal caufe of the endlefs variety of fuch as have been 
long and particularly attended to by man ; and the power of continued 
education, joined to the influence of climate and foil, make it difficult to 
fay, which are the true charaCteriftic marks, or which the original of 

The Mouflon is confidered as the Sheep in a ftate of nature, by Mr. 
Buffon, with a temper not broken by fervitude, a conftitution not foft - 
ened by inactivity and luxury. With a vigorous mind it defends 
itfelf againft the attacks of larger animals, and, aided by a robuft body, 
frequently overcomes formidable enemies. 

The abode of the Mouflon is in rocky countries, where they bound 
from rock to rock, or climb the apparent inacceflible precipices with 
that addrefs and eafe, which characterize the Goat and Deer tribes, and 
which fets purfuit at defiance. The horns of the Mouflon are very 


broad at the bafe, are firmly fixed upon the Ikull, inclining backwards 
with a confiderable curvature, the diftance increafing’to the extremities • 
the horns, of a light brown or yellow, are girt with many annuli or rings ; 
in the male they frequendy grow to very large dimenfions, and weigh 
fometimes thirty pounds ; and, when broken off, as in defence, or by 
other accident, often ferve as a neft, or retreat, for various fmall qua- 
drupeds, fuch as young foxes, &c. 

There is a beautiful form in this animal, which approaches very clofe 
to the Deer ; indeed by fome it is efteemed the fame as the old or origi- 
nal Welch Deer; however, the ftiape of the head, and the truncated horns, 
which are never fhed, rather mark it of the Sheep tribe. The major 
part of the body is of a fine brown coloured hair, which on the lower 
part of the neck and cheft grows to a confiderable length ; the belly, legs, 
and outer part of the haunches are white. 

Inhabits the warmer parts of Europe, fuch as Greece, the Ifle of 
Cyprus, Sardinia, and Corfica ; they alfo are found in great numbers in 
the fouthern and mountainous parts of Siberia, a climate rather cold 
than temperate ; grows to the fize of a young flag. The meafurement 
of the one here drawn was three feet from the nofe to the rump, and 
two feet and a half from the lhoqlder downward. 



The ANGORA GOAT. 


'"T^HIS animal affords the mofl: ftriking example of the influence of 
A climate upon the clothing or fur of Goats and Sheep. When 
transferred from a cold or temperate country to a hotter one, the fine 
wool of the Iheep degenerates to a coarfe hair ; and a few miles of 
country furrounding Angora in Afiatic Turkey, produces this very 
extraordinary variation from the common appearance of Goats. The 
climate of thefe countries, and Syria in particular, impart to all the 
quadrupeds, a fplendour and finenefs of fur, which is not to be equalled 
in any other part of the world. 

The horns of the Natolian or Angora Goat are of great length in the 
mate, and lie in an horizontal pofition, twilled like a cork-fcrew ; to the 
female the horns are very different, the form nearly a complete circle 
round the ear. 

The hair of the Angora Goat exceeds in beauty that of every other 
animal ; the filverv locks formed by Nature’s carelefs, though graceful 


hand, flow in ringlets of about nine inches long, with a filky finenefs, 
and refplendent whitenefs. 

The hair of this Goat, for its beauty and finenefs, is bought by all 
nations, and is the bafis of our bell camblet fluffs; it is alfo wrought into 
the ufeful article called mohair. Mr. Pennant reports, the hair is im- 
ported in the form of thread, as the Turks will not allow it to be ex- 
ported raw, as the fpinning gives employ to a multitude of poor. Much 
pains is taken by the owner of the flocks, in keeping the animals clean, 
and often combing them. Of late, ladies muffs in England have 
been frequently made of the hair of this animal, the delicacy and 
graceful form of which produces a pleafing and agreeable effect. 

The one this drawing was made from Was confiderably larger than 
our Goats ; the meafurements were three feet fix inches from the nofe 
to the rump, and two feet two inches from the Ihoulder downward. 
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Hunger Teems ever to torment them with an infatiable voracity ; they 
greedily devour whatever comes in their way, and will even root up the 
contents of the grave, and with a keen appetite confume the putrid 

The ancients had very ftrange notions of this animal, believing that 
it changed fex every year; this opinion, no doubt, originated from the 
tranfverfe orifice which is between the tail and the anus; they alfo 
believed that a Hone was found in the eye which imparted the power of 







The OTAHEITE DOG. 


T H E modern difcoveries in the South Seas, which have been fo 
accurately reported by that celebrated navigator, Captain Cook, 
have, with a new track for Speculation, opened a new field for obfer- 
vation ; and the productions of thefe ifles have been fought after with 
as much curiofity and impatience by fome, as a buried vafe from Her- 

fion of the pleafure of novelty, we prefent our readers with a portrait 
of an Otaheitean Dog; which, as an animal of infinite importance, 
as an article of luxury with 'thefe people, may deferve fome notice 
from us. 

The Otaheite Dog is about the fize of our large fpaniels, and nearly 
refembles them in appearance ; the head is rather longer and deeper, or 
flatter perpendicularly; the ears are ere£t like the wolfs; the limbs 
appear rather larger; the colour, for the moft part, white, with lively 
brown fpots or blotches. 

The eftimation of things in general depend much upon their abun- 
dance or fcarcity ; and with an Otaheitean, whofe quadrupeds are but 
two, it will not excite much furprife, that thefe are attended to with fome 
anxiety, particularly fo, when the pleafure of the palate is concerned ; 
this is an influence to which the moft favage nations pay refpeft. 

To give fome idea of the importance of a dog in the South Seas, we 
fhall prefent the report of Captain Cook on this particular, as given in 
his firft voyage : “ We all agreed that a South Sea Dog was little infe- 
“ rior to an Englifti lamb ; this excellence is probably owing to their 
“ being kept up, and fed wholly upon vegetables.” Thus much as 


evidence of their delicacy ; the manner of cooking this dainty fhall 
clofe our account. Of one prefented to the Captain, we read, “ the 
44 dog was killed by holding the hands clofe over his mouth and nofe ; 
44 an operation which continued about a quarter of an hour : while this 
“ was doing, a hole was made in the ground about a foot deep, in which 
“ a fire was kindled, and fome fmall ftones placed in layers, alternately 
“ with the wood, to heat ; the dog was then finged by holding him over 
“ the fire, and, by fcraping him with a (hell, the hair taken off as clean 
“ as if he had been fcalded in hot water; he was then cut up with the 
44 fame inftrument, and his entrails, being taken out, were fent to the 
44 fea, where, being carefully waflied, they were put into cocoa-nut 
44 fhells, with what blood had come from the body. When the hole 
44 was fufficiently heated, the fire was taken out, and fome of the ftones, 
44 which were not fo hot as to difcolour any thing that they touched, 
44 being placed at the bottom, were covered with green leaves ; the dog, 
44 with the entrails, was then placed upon the leaves, and other leaves 
44 being placed upon them, the whole was covered with the reft of the 
44 hot ftones, and the mouth of the hole clofe flopped with mould ; in 
44 fomewhat lefs than four hours it was again opened, and the dog was 
44 taken out excellently baked, and we all agreed that he made a very 

“ The dogs which are here bred to be eaten tafte no animal food, 
44 but are kept wholly upon bread-fruit, cocoa-nuts, yams, and other 
44 vegetables of the like kind.” 



The 


GREAT BABOON. 


J3 E F O R E we enter upon the defcription of this creature, it may 
not be amifs juft to premife, that Naturalifts have divided the 
Monkey tribe into three claffes; viz. Apes, Baboons, and Monkeys. 

Baboons are chara&erifed by having fhort tails, canine teeth, and the 
lower part of the face prominent or truncated, like the fnout of fwine : 
In general, they, with the reft of the Monkey kind, go upon all fours ; 
though fometimes, and the Ape more frequently than the Baboon, 
or Monkey, go ereft : the pofition defigned by Nature was certainly 
prone, and when in their wild ftate, and uneducated, this is evidently 
their manner of walking ; elfe would the fore feet or paws have more 
foftnefs of fkin, and left callofity than they really have ; in this parti- 
cular the fore feet differing nothing from the hinder ones, which muft 
neceffarily be conftantly trodden on : the fingers of the feet are armed 
with long fharp claws or nails. 

Of Baboons it may, in general, be faid, they are fierce and ferocious, 
of great bodily ftrength, perverfe habits, and very libidinous : extraor- 


dinary ftories are related of their partiality to, and anxiety for, the 
females of the human race. 

The one here reprefented is called the Great Baboon, and was in 
height about 5 feet ; from the head to the rump was about 2 feet 9 
inches ; the length of the arms about 1 foot 9 inches ; general colour a 
greenilh black, mixed with brown ; acrofs the hams a patch of purple ; 
a bright vermilion ft ripe up the nofe to the eyes ; the cheeks a dark f 
violet blue, with horizontal ftripes of white ; the eyes fmall, and ap- 
proach very clofe to each other; long hair on the head and ftioulders in 
confiderable quantity, a little brighter than the reft of the body. The 
inner part of the cheeks, that is, the fpace between the cheek and the 
teeth, is very capacious, and ferves this fpecies of animal as a pouch* 
in which to ftow provifions, &c. Feeds on roots, fruits and herbs, na- 
turally is not carnivorous, eagerly fond of fpirituous liquors and wine— - 
inhabits the woods Qf the hotter parts of Africa. 
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The LION 

' ' H E Monkey tribe is divided into three clafles — Apes, Baboons, 

and Monkeys. 

Monkeys are chara&erifed by having a long tail ; and are again fub- 
divided, by Mr. BufFon, into two clafles ; diflinguifhed by the ufe they 
make of their tail in many of the frilky manoeuvres and tricks this 
fpecies of animal is fo famous for. To the one the tale is called prehen- 
file, and ferves almofl; the purpofe of another hand ; for this they rea- 
dily twill: round the branch of a tree, and by it fufpend themfelves 
hanging in the air, head downwards ; it alfo fecures them in their feat, 
while the feet are otherwife employed. The other kind do not enjoy 
this ufeful property of the tail ; which, Mr. BufFon has obferved, be- 
longs to none of the Monkey tribe of the old Continent : on the other 
hand, thofe of the old world poflefs a cavity or pouch on each fide the 
jaw, which ferves as a llore-room for provifion, and which thofe of 


MONKEY. 

America do not enjoy. Thus the diminifhed a&ivity in the ufefulnefs 
of the tail is balanced, by an opportunity of laying in ftore that, which 
elfe, might not at all times be fo readily acquired. 

The Monkey here reprefented is called the Lion or Silken Monkey ; 
the colour and appearance- of the hair about the fhoulders refembling 
that of the Lion ; the hair over the whole of the body is long and very 
fine, with a moft beautiful and filky appearance; the tail is long. This 
animal, when fitting, did not exceed 10 inches in height. 

It is the practice of the Lion Monkey to take up his abode in a lafg£ 
melon, or gourd, which having previoufly excavated, and lined with 
foft cotton, forms a comfortable habitation. 

It is a Native of South America, particularly Guiana, and the Brafils ; 
is rather delicate, but gentle and frolickfome. 



The CHILD OF THE SUN. 


T HIS animal is hitherto a non-defcript, belonging to the clafs of 
Baboons. 

The only one we have knowledge of (the one from which this draw- 
ing was taken) was exhibited in England about four years back, and 
was reported to have been brought from South America. The head, in 
proportion to the other parts, was remarkably large ; the contour or 
ihape of the face alfo rather Angular, for one of the Monkey Tribe ; 
the fkin of the - face fmooth, of a fallow complexion. The height of 
this animal, when erett, was five feet, and to its great ftature was joined 
great ftrength of body ; the hair from the fhoulders all oyer the body 
was very long, but not coarfe ; the colour a light fpeckled grey, refem- 
Bling a Guinea fowl. 

The cunning and fubtlety of the Monkey was very apparent, and in 
all its a£lions it dofely imitated the human : the hams or buttocks were 
Bare, and of a bright vermilion colour. The fkin of this animal, 
when dead, was depofited in the Leverean Mufeum, where it is now to 
Be feen. 

Having already noticed the chara&eriftics and leading properties of 
Baboons, we fhail here add fome further general account of them. 

“ The Baboon is a gregarious animal, herds together in great numbers, 
and mutually unite their ftrength to repel danger, and procure fub- 
fiftence. The ceconomy of Baboons, in general, is weH regulated, and 


thofe of the Cape of Good Hope, we are informed, obferve a fort of 
natural difcipline, and go about whatever they undertake with fur- 
prifing fkill and regularity ; not being carnivorous, an herd of hun- 
dreds confume great quantities of fruits. See. Grapes, apples, and 
garden fruits in general they are particularly fond of, and when they 
fet about robbing an orchard or vineyard, centinels are always placed 
to give early notice of the approach of danger; thefe neceflary pre- 
cautions taken, the plan of operation is as follows : part enter the in- 
clofure, pluck the fruit, and chuck it to their neareft fellow without 
the fence; a regular line of communication being formed from the 
feene of operation to the place of retreat, the plunder is pitched from 
one to another all along the line, till it is fafely depofited at head quar- 
ters, which ufually is in fome mountain. During thefe manoeuvres the 
centinels keep a clofe look out, and if danger approaches, a loud cry is 
the fignal for retreat ; this is done in a very quick, but not improvident 
manner, as each one loads himfelf in the mouth, hands, and under the 
arms * if clofely purfued, the latter parcel is firft dropped, next that in 
the hands, and laft of all, if very much preffed, that in the mouth. 
They commit their depredations with fuch boldnefs and addrefs, that 
the natives, to proteft their property, are fubjeft to frequent watchings, 
and neverthelefs fuffer great damage.” Kolben’s Cape of Good Hope. 
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ANIMAL of the 

the limited knowledge of man, and the unlimited bounds of the 
animal creation, another inftance occurs in the lubjeft we are 
now to defcribe. This animal mull be confidered as a non-defcript ; 
the regularity and proportion of the features are fuch, that it appears a 
perfeft animal, that is not a variation produced by chance, nor the off- 
fpring of a mifcellaneous copulation. 

The body is twelve inches long, and with the legs and head is black ; 
on the back are four longitudinal, broad, waved flripes of white ; in the 
front of the forehead is a fmall triangular fpot of the fame ; the ears are 
Ihortand round, and white on the infide, which is continued a little down 
the face ; the tail is 10 inches long, very full and bufhy, the hair foft and 
fine ; the tail in general is down, but ereft, as fliewn in the drawing, when 


WEASEL- KIND. 

pleafed or frightened ; has five claws'on the fore legs, and four on the 
hind ones ; teeth are very fmall and fine; fleeps in the day time, at prefent 
in a lady’s fkin muff ; when awake in continual motion ;,is very agile 
and frolickfome ; is very tame and docile ; anfwers to the name of 
“Jack,” and readily comes to any one when called : legs rather Ihort. 

Was brought from Bengal laft fummer, by Capt. Gell, of one of the 
King’s (hips ; is now in the pofleflion of Sir Jofeph Banks, by whofe 
permiffion this drawing was made. 

Upon the whole, the tail of the animal, when erett, is like that of the 
Squirrel ; but, from the fhape of the body, we think it more properly 
claffes with the Weafel tribe : indeed, the name handed to us was 
“ THE STRIPED POLE GAT.” 





The BROW 

JS an animal of the Weafel tribe. There are feveral varieties of the 
Coti; the one here reprefented is the fame as Mr. Buffon names, 
Lt Coati jwiratre. 

The Brown Coti has a longifh head, the fnout confiderably elon- 
gated, but not fo much as in one of this fpecies of animals. The ears 
are fhort, tip of the nofe very flexible, and of a purple colour ; a light 
llripe from the nofe to the back of the forehead; cheeks almoft 
•white, with a patch of white above the eyes; feet fhort and black; 
general colour brown, mixed with nearly black hairs; the fur coarfe 


N COTI 

and long; length of the body about three feet from the nofe to 
the infertion of the tail, which is about two feet fix inches more ; 
the neck and body long. 

. The Cotis are natives of South America, particularly Brazil and 
Guiana; feed on fruits, eggs, and poultry. The one from which 
this drawing was made, was very greedy. Run up trees, or any 
perpendicular place, very nimbly; eat like a dog, holding the food 
between the fore paws; but drink by fuaion like a pig; are eafily 
made tame, and are much inclined to fleep in the day-time. 
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The 


O T 


TER. 


T H E gradation from one clafs of beings to another is made by al- 
moft imperceptible degrees. The amphibious nature of fome 
quadrupeds join them in clofe connexion with the fifli tribe ; to which 
clafs, the links of the chain fo gradually diminifh, that we fcarce know 
where to fix its termination. The Otter and Beaver are calculated to 
live on land, yet their propenlity leads them to the water ; and Nature 
has provided fuitably for their deftination. Thefe animals have four 
feet, and the Beaver has a tail covered with fcales ; the gradation then 
defcends to the Seal, whofe hind feet anfwer more the appearance and 
purpofeof fins ; next the Walrus, &c. till all diftin&ion is loft in a com- 
plete inhabitant of the limpid fluid. 

The Otter is a very voracious animal, eats much, and deftroys infi- 
nitely more ; for, not content with fufficient to fatisfy hunger, it kills 
through wantonnefs, and deftroys for mere viftory. On the brink of 
fome lake or river, under the bank, where the waves have formed an 
excavation, in a gallery of this kind it makes its abode; and, when 
purfued, evades the fearch by plunging into the water many yards 
diftant from the place where it was expe&ed to be found. In a running 
ftream the Otter always purfues its prey againft the current ; it fre- 
quently finks to the bottom, and any fifli palling over is fure to become 
its immediate prey. In Handing water it hunts them into fome creek. 


where they rarely efcape its voracity or cruelty ; for it will continue 
the hunt for hours, and dragging the prey on Ihore, leave it as trophies 
of fuccefs. In a few nights, one has been known to deftroy all the fifli 
in a large pond ; will fcent or wind the fifli at a great diftance. 

The Otter, when taken young, may be tamed, and taught to follow 
like a dog, and may even be accuftomed to fifli for, and at the com- 
mand of, his matter : this perfe&ion of education requires much per- 
feverance, but is very profitable when attained. The Otter brings 
three or four young at a time ; the old ones are rarely or never taken 
alive ; the hunting them is efteemed good fport, as they fuftain a long 
chace, fight boldly, and bite cruelly; indeed, few dogs will venture 
to attack them alone. 

The colour of this animal is various ; in general, a light brown ; 
neck, cheft, and belly white; the hair rather coarfe; neck long and 
thick; head round; eyes very clofe together ; earsfmall; tail thickilh ; 
feet fliort, but very ftrong and flexible, and the articulations fo loofe, 
that they can be turned quite round, and brought on a line with the 
body; a membrane joins the toes of all the feet; about 2 feet long; 
tail 12 or 16 inches ; are natives of moft temperate parts of the world - T 
and are found as far north as Kamfchatka: the flrins are efteemed very 
ferviceable for gloves. . . 
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The A R M A D I L L 0. 


W HEN we fpeak of a quadruped, imagination reprefents an 
animal covered with fikir; as when we mention a bird, or 
afilh, to the one we attribute feathers, to the other feales; and thefe 
diftin&ions, at the firft, appear to mark the boundary of each fpecies ; 

by particular exceptions as by general laws, fo blends her feveral pro- 
du&ions, that it is no eafy matter to draw a diftinguifhing line, and 
fay to which clafs an animal, whofe tail is covered with feales, belongs ; 
or of which family one inclofed in large feales or {hells is a part. It 
therefore becomes us not to judge by one character only, which fo often 

The Armadillo is one inftance among feveral of a quadruped covered 
not with hair, but with a {hell or {hells. Of this animal there are feve- 
ral kinds, whofe variety confifts in the number of the bands of {hell, 
which encircle or cover them ; to fome the incruftation is divided into- 
only three diilinft pieces, to other into fix, eight, nine, twelve, and 
eighteen pieces ; which have been confidered by fome as marks of age ; 
but, in general, with more propriety, have been regarded as different 
kinds. 

The bands of {hell lap over one another, and are united by a mem- 
brane, like the fhell to the tail of a lobfter ; this {hell, or combination 
of {hells, covers the head, the upper part of the body, and the tail ; 
the throat and belly being the only parts not fecured : this deficiency 
is provided againft by the power the Armadillo has of rolling itfelf up 
like a ball, and thereby covering the vulnerable parts. In time of 


danger, when it cannot make good its retreat to its hole, it brings the 
head and feet clofe to the belly, and, bending the back, forms nearly a 
fphere, the tail laps over the joining, and makes a firmer hold ; in this 
form it defies the attack of any quadruped, and a patient fuffering of 
infult generally proves its fecurity ; but man, whofe power is over the 
whole creation, whofe power and perfeverance is irrefiftible when any 
good is to be obtained, or any luxury enjoyed, foon convinces the poor 
Armadillo of its danger, by expofing it to the fire,, which makes it 
quickly unroll. 

The fmall kind of this animal are efteemed very nice eating, and are 
therefore hunted with avidity ; dogs are ufed to purfue them, who im- 
pede their flight by making them roll themfelves up, when they become 
an eafy prey to man. As they run pretty faft, if a few minutes are allowed, 
they immediately fall to work, and feek fecurity by burrowing in the 
ground, which they do with great celerity, and mult then be dug out. 
Their accuftomed abode is in holes of confiderable depth, and, as they 
wander only by night, and then not far, fome induftry is required in 
fecuring them. 

The colour of the fhell of the Armadillo is a greyilh yellow; that 
part of the head which is not covered, is a blackifh brown, the belly a- 
yellowifla white, which bears evident marks of a tendency to offify ; 
the feet a flelhy red colour, are fpotted. Are natives of South Ame- 
rica, particularly the Brafils ; about 14 or 18 inches long ; the larger 






The BOMBAY 

rp H E talk of the Hiftorian or Naturalift is often furrounded with 
perplexities and difficulties; fometimes, from the incertitude, 
the variation, and almoft; total diffimilarity of his information; and 
fometimes from the entire want of every information; for, of thofe 
who are pleafed with poffeffing a new or ftrange animal, and will be 
at the trouble of tranfporting it from diflant parts, few have abilities 
or inclination, to feek that knowledge which would fatisfy a Zoologift 
in its habits and propenfities ; and, perhaps, very few enjoy opportuni- 
ties of acquiring certain intelligence. 

With refpett to the animal now before us, we acknowledge our want 
of certain information; all we can fay is, that it was brought from 


SQUIRREL. 

India in one of the Company’s (hips ; it appeared to have all the mo- 
tions and a&ions of a common Squirrel ; and, as its fize was larger, fo 
its ftrength was greater. The fine rich colouring of the fur gave it a 
very grave and majeftic appearance. We are forry to add, that fince 
this drawing was made the animal is dead. 

The length of the body was 15 inches; the tail as long ; the head 
longilh and round ; the ears tufted ; the colour of the head and ears 
a fine deep brown ; the Ihoulders, along the back, hams and tail, black ; 
fides a reddifh purple; cheft, fore feet, belly, and infide of hind feet, 
a yellowilh white. The end of the tail to this animal was not of an 
orange colour, as the one defcribed by Mr. Pennant was. 




The PECCARY, 


firft view, bears a general refemblance to our common hog, but 

they breed together. The head of the Peccary is large ; the fnout long, 
and terminates like the hog’s ; the neck is thick and lhort ; the body 
bulky, and marked down the neck with a belt of a whitifh colour; the 
legs are fhort ; the general colour is black ; each hair or bridle is 
marked with alternate bands of black and white, like the porcupine’s 
quills ; the coating is a coarfe kind of bridles, which are long over the 
whole. body, and the length of four or five inches along the back ; has 
no tail; the fize is rather fmaller than the common hog; the appearance 
equally clumfy with all of this tribe. 

The Peccary is further didinguilhable from every other quadruped, 
by an orifice in the back, near the rump, which by fome has been 
midaken for the navel ; from this opening difcharges an ichorous liquor 
of a difagreeable fmell. It is neceffary, immediately on killing the 
animal, to extra# this orifice or gut, elfe, in the courfe of a quarter of 
an hour, it will taint the whole carcafe. 


The Peccary is a native of the hotted parts of South America, where 
they are very numerous, and go in, herds of two or three hundred ; 
prefer the mountains to the plains, and the woods to the open parts, as 
the food they mod delight in abounds there in the greated plenty ; 
they eat alfo toads, lizards and ferpents ; the latter they fkin with great 
adroitnefs, holding them with the fore feet. 

The Peccary, though not armed with fuch offenfive weapons as the 
wild boar or hog, will fight doutly with the beads of prey. The Ja- 
guar, or American Leopard, is its mortal enemy ; often the body of that 
animal is found with feveral of thefe hogs; flain in combat. They ren- 
der mutual afiidance when attacked, and endeavour to furround the 
enemy. The Peccary may be rendered tame and domedic ; is fatisfied 
with the fame food as the hog, but is not fo much inclined to be fat; 
nor will it, like them, wallow in mire. The flefh is edeemed very 
good food. 




The PORCUPINE. 


Nature, in all her produ&ions, gives to every animal feme particular 
quality — in fome Ihe implants a fierce and favage cruelty, regarding 
only the gratification of an inordinate appetite ; in others a mind harmlefs 
and peaceable, yet poffeffed of powers and faculties to a6l on the de- 
fenfive, fuch as extreme caution, or cunning, which may be called an 
internal defence ; or an external one, fuch as fhields the animal now 
before us — thus guarding the weaker againft the overbearing oppreflion 
of the ftronger, thereby preferving an equality and balance in her 
produftions. The Porcupine is in its nature quiet, and feldom gives pro- 
vocation of offence ; and when attacked by an animal of prey defends 
itfelf by erefting its quills in fuch a manner as always to keep them 
pointed towards the enemy ; thus fecuring its own fafety. Sparman, a 
modern traveller to the Cape, reports, “ By rolling up its body like the 
“ hedge-hog into a heap, and fettingup its prickles, or quills, many of 


Thofe Porcupines which inhabit th 
Bezoar or ftone, which is reputed 
found in the head, and is confidered c 
his giving five-hundred crowns for on< 
to advantage ; he fays they are alfo four 
animal there are feveral fpecies litl 
provided with a coat of quills. The c 
divided, head like an hare, with a 
rounding it on the forepart of the Ihov 
ing backwards ; the body part is thick 
to twelve inches long, very lharp at tl 
with alternate black and white ; fome 

upper part of a goofe-quill; the bo 
between the quills ; the head, belly, « 
briftles rooted among foft hair ; the fee 




IIippopo 


The HIPPOPOTAMUS. 


T HIS is an amphibious animal, of a gigantic bulk, inferior only 
to the Elephant ; is found in large and rapid rivers ; the Nile, the 
Gambia, and the great rivers on the South-Eaft parts of Africa. The 
general dimenfions of this animal are reported as follows; in length 


able, with eafe, to bite a man in two ; and of its revengeful nature, it 
has been known to place itfelf under a boat, and by riling up, overfet 
it with fix men in. Moore, in his travels up the Gambia, relates a fimilar 
difafter : A boat going down the river, fell in with a herd of thefe ani- 








